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Growing up in Cabbagetown |where his parents still live todayl,
Tong learned a lot Irom watching his parents tackle everything
by themselves. including the formidable task of home renovation
Self-sufficizncy and independence bacame twin pillars in Tong's
lite philoscophy, Trom which stemmed his understanding of the
value of watching and learning from other people, and having the
courage Lo get oul in the world and try and change things. "You
can chango your envirgnment. |f you don't like if, come up with &
different perspective on it. If you don't like the kitchen, think it's
inefficrent, go and do something about if.”

Tong attended the University of Toronto during a politically charged
era, which ended with him becoming disillusioned and quitting
school. He chose to live in Montreal bafore returning to Toronto
years |later to complete his thesis project. Soon afterwards, with
partners Arriz Hassam and Paul Syme, the design company 3rd
Uncle was born. 3rd Uncle distinguished itsel! from other design
companies because of its ability to successiully undertake a variety
af design projects, ranging from the creation of award winning
Hotels such as the Drake to customizing private houses - and
the accolades keep coming. Recently, 3rd Uncle was nominated
for The Mational Post Design Awards for their design of Lileo, &

Association of Regisiered Imerior Designers Project of the Year Award
Boalerhpuse Restaurant, Toronto. Mackay | Wong Strategic Design

unigue retail concept store; the 2005 Interior Design Show is alse
honoring them as Designers of the Year.

“You have to do it because you love it. Architects should go camping
get to know how the weather affects you. It will help you learn how
to create shelter, deal with the wind, all those fundamental things
right down to hew to tie a knot. To become a designer, you need to
hawve a perspective aboul space. When you're camping, il's a small
microcosm al yoursell, You're either comfortable or you're not. If
you're not comfortable, how do you change it? Also it's important
to learn how to build things. You have to want to build things. A lol
of people don’'t get their hands dirty..”

RON WONG - FROM RUNNING AROUND RESTAURANTS
TO RUNNING UP ACCOLADES FOR DESIGNING
RESTAURANTS

RonWang was born in Winnipeg, his father animmigrant fram Hong
Kong and his mother a woman of Scollish Descent. Today, Ror
can still remember going to Chinese restaurants with his father
and having fun running around the tables, They lived in Winnipeg
a small city in the Prairies that had a surprisingly large Chinese
community. But tragedy hit when Ron was nine years old and his
fathar passed away, leaving Ron with only memories and a love
of professional photography, with which Ron credits his love for
the arts and design. Befare eventually settling in Toronta, Ron took
his love of design to Mova Scotia where he studied architecture at
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TUNS, where he met Gorden Mackay, with whom he started the
firm Mackay | Wong Strategic Design in 1991, Since most of Weng's
Chinese side af the family lived in Teronto, it was 2 homecoming
for him when he finally moved to Toronto. His extended family
established a sale community and helped Ron get in touch with
his Chinese roots. Mackay | Wong Strategic Design got their first
big break when they won a competition to design Wayne Gretzky's
restaurant. Fast forward to 13 years later, and their hard waork
was recognized with the ARIDO [Association of Registered Interior
Design of Ontario] Project of the Year award for the Boiler House
Restaurant in the historic Distillery District,

‘I grew up in the &0°s __and the philosophy was that there was no
need to learn Chinese. So I'm pretty upset at not having learnt
Chinese, as it's becoming maore relevant nowadays.”

LIKE ANY OTHER PROFESSION, DESIGMN DEMANDS CREATIVITY
AND AN UNWAVERING WORK ETHIC, BUT WHAT MAKES THE
DESIGN PROFESSION UNIGQUE IS THAT THE END RESULT OF
INNOVATION MUST BE THE CREATION OF & SPACE EVERYOME
FEELS COMFORTABLE IM - DESIGN DEMAMDS THAT ART AND
PRACTICALITY COME TOGETHER. IN A SIMILAR SENSE, BEING AN
IMMIGRANT DEMANDS INMNOVATION AND DECICATION AND THE
MERGER OF OLD AND MEW WORLD VALUES., PERHAPS THIS 1S
WHY DESIGNERS WHD HAVE LIVED THROUGH THE IMMIGRANT
EXPERIENCE HAVE BEEN 50 SUCCESSFUL - CREATING A UNIQUE
SPACE BUILT FROM A RICH HISTCRY WHERE EVERYONE FEELS
AT HOME. R
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You can read our complete interview with these award winning
designers on our website www.asianwave.ca or visit each studic’s
respective wedsites.
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